Newcastle Holocaust Memorial Day Working Group

3.00 pm to 8.00pm Saturday 28 January 2012

The Literary & Philosophical Society Library, Newcastle 
ECHOES OF THE HOLOCAUST: OMARSKA AND THE CAMPS, THE DRINA VALLEY, JUSTICE AND THE RECKONING, BOSNIA 1992-2012. 

We are actively seeking to promote positive citizenship across the City and the need for everyone to speak up and speak out against social injustice both here in the UK and internationally. By working in and with communities we hope to bring individuals and organizations’ together to remember those whose lives were destroyed or altered beyond recognition in order to gain a better understanding of the importance of speaking up and speaking out against discrimination and persecution in the present day.

Newcastle Holocaust Memorial Day Working Group will host a Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) commemorative event in The Literary & Philosophical Society (Lit & Phil). The library is the largest independent library outside London, 23 Westgate Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1SE (map attached separately)
All members of the local community are invited to join the commemoration.

This will be a commemorative event feature a reflection on the recent genocide in Bosnia.
A message from Ed Vulliamy “This is the very first time that survivors of the Bosnian concentration camps have come together to discuss the past, present and future in this way and context. It is my very great honour to be doing this with them. They are, quite simply the best and bravest people I have ever met, along with our dear friends who survived the Nazi camps on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the genocide in Bosnia, we gather these sessions in homage to the victims, the survivors and bereaved of both those atrocities and all others like them.”
To reserve your seat: 
Please reserve your seat by calling (0191) 232 0192, emailing library@litandphil.org.uk or by calling in. 

Newcastle HMD 2012
ECHOES OF THE HOLOCAUST: OMARSKA AND THE CAMPS, THE DRINA VALLEY, JUSTICE AND THE RECKONING, BOSNIA 1992-2012.
Welcome and Introduction from Newcastle HMD representative and Ed Vulliamy 
Session one: BOSNIA AND THE HOLOCAUST ECHO: FINDING A LANGUAGE 

EV in conversation with Kemal Pervanic (Omarska survivor, author of 'The Killing Days') 

Session Two: PRIJEDOR BEFORE THE WAR, THE GENOCIDE OF 1992 AND ATTACK ON KOZARAC 

EV in conversation with Kelima Dautovic (Tnopolje survivor), Edin Kararic (Omarska survivor), Questions from the audience
Session three: OMARSKA, KERATERM, MANJACA AND TRNOPOLJE, THE CAMPS AND THE TRUTH  EV in conversation with Kemal Pervanic, Edin Kararic, Enver Dautovic Questions from the audience 

BREAK (5 minute)
Session Four: FLOW, DRINA FLOW AND TELL YOUR STORY (Graffiti on gable end in Gorazde, Bosnia) The story of Visegrad, 1992 

EV in converation with Nerma Jelacic (From Visegrad, now Director of Communications and Outreach, ICTY, The Hague) Questions from the audience 

Session Five: EXILE, DIASPORA AND RAISING FAMILY 

EV in conversation with Kelima and Enver Dautovic , Edin Kararic and Edina Strikovic (former child prisoner in Trnopolje, now intern at ICTY, the Hague) Questions from the audience 

Session Six: REBUILDING KOZARAC 

EV in conversation with Kelima and Enver Dautovic, Edin Kararic, 

Session Seven : BOSNIA: THE RECKONG. 

Session on the lack of reckoning by the perpetrators, consequences for the survivors and bereaved. The search for the missing and mass graves. Bosnia and Kozarac now. 

EV in conversation with Kemal Pervanic, Edin Kararic, Enver and Kelima Dautovic, Edina Strikovic.  Questions from the audience
BREAK(Break for Buffet) around 5.00pm)
Session Eight: THE HAGUE: JAIL, JUSTICE RECKONING AND RECONCILIAITON. 

The trials and achievements of the ICTY. Plus its limitations: How does Justice in The Hague work on the ground? Plans for the tribunal's outreach programme. 

EV in conversation with Nerma Jelacic Questions from the audience
Final session – Theme on the Hague, justice and reckoning: Kozarac panel in conversation with Nerma Jelacic, moderated by EV. 

Musical Contribution 

Music and songs from Sefer Haskic
Notes in support of the Event 
The Literary & Philosophical Society (Lit & Phil) is the largest independent library outside London, housing over 150,000 books. A wide selection of current fiction and non-fiction can be found alongside historical collections covering every field of interest. 

Our Grade II* listed building was opened in 1825 and the magnificent reading rooms remain largely unchanged. Our collection is coupled with an extensive set of periodicals, providing an exceptional resource for both general reader and academic researcher. 

In addition to the library, the Society hosts a wide range of events including book launches, concerts, lectures, readings and workshops that cover a variety of topics and issues. Both members and non-members are welcome to attend these events.
Biography 

Ed Vulliamy is a British journalist and writer. His mother is the children's author and illustrator Shirley Hughes and his grandfather the Liverpool store owner Thomas Hughes. He was educated at the independent University College School and at Hertford College, Oxford before becoming a journalist. He was New York correspondent for The Observer for six years (1997 to 2003) and Rome correspondent for The Guardian.

He reported extensively on the mid-1990s war in Bosnia, particularly on the concentration camps in northwest Bosnia operated by the Bosnian Serbs for the incarceration of Muslim and Croat inmates at Omarska and Trnopolje. He also extensively covered the 9/11 attacks, while living in New York in 2001. At the outbreak of the current war in Iraq, in March 2003, he was one of the first reporters on the ground.

He was awarded Granada Television's Foreign Correspondent of the Year Award for 1992 and the James Cameron Award in 1994 and named Foreign Reporter of the Year in 1993 and 1997.

Edin Kararic, is from the village of Trnopolje, location of an infamous concentration camp. He was taken, however, to the far worse Omarska camp - and badly beaten during interrogations. Upon the closure of the camp, he was transferred to Manjaca and thence Trnopolje. Edin was among the very first group of camp survivors to be airlifted out of Bosnia, arriving in Watford in September 1992. 

He returned to fight for the resistance during 1995, but was stopped by diplomatic manoeuvring from liberating his own village, and the site of the camps. In the UK, he worked many years as a tanker driver for Shell, and now has his own executive limousine business. He was a pioneer of the return to the destroyed return to Kozarac, re-opening the fist bar in town, 'Mustang'. He lives in Watford with his wife and three children. 

Dzemal Paratusic is a native of Kozarac, and worked for a Yugoslav steel company for many years before the war. He opted to move into management after an injury, and was about to complete his manager's qualification course when Kozarac was attacked, destroyed and 'ethnically cleansed'. His father and father-in-law were murdered during the Serb 'ethnic cleansing' of Kozarac. Paratusic was interned in Omarska, and appears on the ITN film when we entered the camps, famously saying: 'I do not want to tell you any lies, but I cannot tell the truth'. It was a brave and, as it turned out, historic pronouncement. Dzemal arrived in the same, first med-evacuation as Mr Kararic, eventually re-united with his wife and daughter, and settling in Borehamwood, where he now lives with his wife and three children. He works for the Hertfordshire County Council social services department. He has rebuilt his house in Kozarac, as have many of his family. 

Enver Dautovic is from Kozarac and Kelima from the village of Kevljani, right next to Omarska. They met while working on the Yugoslav coast. They settled in back in Kozarac, and had one daughter when the Serbs attacked, emptied and destroyed the town. Enver was taken and interned in Omarska, and Kelima and the child in Trnopolje. Kelima came first to the UK, with child, and settled first in Watford, then Luton - joined later by Enver when he was freed. Ever went back, like Mr Kararic, to fight in the resistance when the Bosnian army advanced to liberate ground in 1995, but was also stopped before reaching his home - just a few kilometres short. Soon after their arrival in Luton in 1992, Kelima gave birth to the first Bosnian refugee child to be born in the UK, Victoria-Amina, who may join us in Newcastle. Enver is also a truck and commercial driver, while Kelima works for the local authority, and is a prominent organiser in the UK's Bosnian community and of Kozarac's diaspora. They have also rebuilt their house in resurgent Kozarac, and the wedding of their eldest daughter, Ena, was the first to run a nuptial motorcade convoy to the top of Mount Kozara since the genocide. 

Kemal Pervanic also comes from the village of Kevljani, where the biggest mass grave in the region, containing some 450 bodies - most victims of slaughter in the camp - was uncovered in 2004. He was also interned in Omarska, and wrote the definitive book about the camp, 'The KIlling Days', with an introduction by Paddy Ashdown. Kemal has been ubiquitous in defending the rights and cause of the Bsonian diaspora and in telling the truth of the camps ... He worked for the BIH community in the UK, and for Amnesty International, and other international NGOs and lobbyists for human rights. He has spoken at many forums, including several Holocaust Memorial events, and the Frontline Club. He is currently organiser of 'Most mira' - Bridge of Peace - which tries to bring together Serb and Bosniak children in the Prijedor, and staged a successful festival seeking to bring the riven communities together. 

Edina Strikovic was born in Kozarac, daughter of the local vet, Azra Blazevic. I met both in Trnopolje in August 1992, when Dina was a child prisoner aged seven. Dina grew up in Munich, Germany, and then the United States, studying Politics and International relations at the University of St. Louis, Missouri, where the family is now based. She returned to Germany to study for her masters degree at Augsburg, with a semester at Oslo University, and has just begun work for the ICTY in The Hague. She has important views on the pride, duties and burdens of the generation that grew up as camp refugees in exile, and of the identities of her generation. 

Nerma Jelacic is from Visegrad, in the Drina Valley in Eastern Bosnia near the border with Serbia, savagely 'cleansed' in 1992. Her father managed to smuggle the family out through Serbia and eventually to the UK. Nerma worked in London as a journalist, before returning to Sarajevo to work as correspondent for the Institute for War and Peace Reporting, out of which she founded and ran the ground-breaking Balkan Investigative Reporting Network (BIRN). BIRN blazed a trial with fearless tracking down of war criminals from all over Bosnia, and in particular MIlan Lukic, the butcher of Visegrad, convicted at The Hague. It also made a point of assiduously following the trials at the ICTY. IN 2010, Nerma was appointed head of communications and outreach for the ICTY, and has exciting plans regarding how to extend the tribunal's work and legacy on the ground in the former Yugoslav countries where the crimes were committed. 

Newcastle Holocaust Memorial Day Working Group

In January 2012 we will actively seek to promote positive citizenship across the City and the need for everyone to speak up and speak out against social injustice both here in the UK and internationally. By working in and with communities we hope to bring individuals and organizations’ together to remember those whose lives were destroyed or altered beyond recognition in order to gain a better understanding of the importance of speaking up and speaking out against discrimination and persecution in the present day.

Newcastle Holocaust Memorial Day Working Group will host a Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) commemorative event in Banqueting Suite, Civic Centre Newcastle on Sunday 29 January 2012 at 3.00pm. 
The event will be attended by the Lord Mayor, Leader, Leader of the Opposition and City Councillors.

All members of the local community are invited to join the commemoration.

This will be a commemorative event including speeches by young people from across the City. It will also feature a reflection on the recent genocide in Bosnia by Ed Vullimany and Nerma Jelacic. It will also include contributions from local interfaith representatives: Rabbi A. Lipsey, The Very Reverend Christopher Dalliston, Iman Mohammed Roziur Rahman, Jaswinder Singh on their forthcoming visit to Auschwitz – Birkenau, the Nazi death camp in Poland.The programme will also feature Ouseburn Young Voices, a local young choir. Ruth Barnett, a truly remarkable woman and Holocaust survivor, who aged four escaped Berlin on the Kindertransport will also contribute. She will provide a compelling insight into her family history and their survival and the need to speak up and speak out. The event will close with the commemorative lighting of a candle.
This event will be preceded and followed by a number of important activities, across January and running through until 2 February 2012. Please see local media or our website for details: www.newcastleholocaustmemorialday.co.uk 
City Council Leader Nick Forbes said ‘ We are looking forward to our local community coming together to commemorate victims of the Holocaust and those whose lives have been affected by exclusion and hatred in subsequent genocides.  The theme of “Speak Up and Speak Out” HMD2012 builds on the work of the previous years and offers participants a chance to consider the position of free speech and the voicing of option across the world today. By listening to Ruth Barnett’s story we can understand the need to work together to create a society which is free from discrimination and hatred.’

HMDT message for 2012 suggests,” Everyone should have a fundamental human right to freedom of speech. Each of us has a voice and has the choice to use it. The choices we make in the words and language we use every day contribute to creating a safe and fair society. The right to speak up may seem an uncomplicated concept, but the Untold Stories of the past have shown us that voices have been taken away, and are ignored or still silenced today. Holocaust Memorial Day – 27January 2012 – asks us all to Speak Up, Speak Out to share the lessons of the past and the present and to use our voices to create a safer and better future.”

-ENDS-
For more information please contact:
James Milne 

Coordinator HMD Newcastle 

Newcastle City Council 

Tel: 0191 211 5601

Mobile: 07738 626 972

Email: jamesmilne2005@yahoo.co.uk
Email: james.milne@newcastle.gov.uk

Other Information 

Holocaust Memorial Day 

The first Holocaust Memorial Day took place in the UK in 2001

Newcastle’s Holocaust Memorial Day Working Group was established in the same year. The Working Group aim

· To support the designation of 27th January as an annual Day of Remembrance in memory of the victims of the Holocaust

· To condemn without reservation all manifestations of intolerance, incitement, harassment or violence against individuals or communities based on ethnic origin or religious belief, wherever they occur; and

· To work with others to encourage and create a better future

The Newcastle Programme will run across the whole of January 2012

